Acquired cutis laxa associated with a plasma cell dyscrasia.
Acquired cutis laxa (generalized acquired elastolysis) is characterized by skin laxity often with systemic involvement of the lungs, aorta, gastrointestinal tract, and pelvic organs. Although there have been many speculations regarding its pathogenesis, the etiology of this condition is still unclear. We describe a patient with generalized acquired cutis laxa associated with a plasma cell dyscrasia. Immunofluorescence studies were used to evaluate the pathogenesis of the elastolysis. Lesional skin was examined by direct and indirect immunofluorescence techniques for evidence of deposition of immunoglobulins on elastic fibers in the dermis. Direct immunofluorescence revealed deposition of IgG on elastic fibers in the dermis. Some patients with acquired cutis laxa have underlying lymphoreticular disorders such as plasma cell dyscrasia and may have immunoglobulins deposited on dermal elastic fibers. Immune-mediated mechanisms may play a major role in the pathogenesis of acquired cutis laxa in at least some cases.